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over which pujah has been performed When the
animal is at last wounded, or perhaps killed
outright, the man who has made use of its body
mysteriously sickens or dies.
How far the Kurumba pulls the strings to
bring about his desired results it is impossible to
say. There is no doubt that his hypnotic power,
combined with fear on the part of the credulous
native, is sufficient to cause sickness or even death.
The oriental imagination lends assistance in pro-
ducing mysterious effects in the East
The Kurumba possesses marvellous skill in
tracking. His eye detects signs where the
inexperienced can see nothing. A kick given to
the soil, the pressure of the grass, the trail of a
small piece of bamboo or a creeping plant are
sufficient for him to determine the direction in
which the animal is travelling and the time that
has elapsed since it passed. It is for this reason
and for his intimate knowledge of the forest that
he is so much in request as a shikaree and beater
when big game is hunted. He has little fear of
death because he believes that he can avoid it.
Now and then, however, a beater is killed by a
wounded tiger in spite of covering rifles. His
faith is pinned to the amulet that he ties round his